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twelfth and thirteenth centuries1. About fifty miles to the south
are the ruins of the temple of Vieng Sra (or Sras) containing an
image of Vismi. Not very far are the ruins of a Vihara with an
image of Buddha. But by far the most magnificent remains
of Buddhism are those of Naklion Sri Thammarat (Ligor),
where, according to a local tradition preserved by Chau Ju-kua,
Buddha manifested himself after his nirvana. Ruins of stupas
and temples, no less than fifty in number, the Viharas, of some
of which the colonnade alone exists, and the fine images of
Buddha testify to the great hold of Buddhism in that region
before the Thai conquest. Of these the stupa called Vat Phra.
That was the most magnificent and served as the model of
similar constructions in. the valley of the Menam. The main
stupa, about 80 yds. high, was surrounded by 171 statues of
Buddha. The other sculptures represented various Buddhist
legends such as his journey to heaven, cutting his hair etc.

There are also a few Brahmanical temples in Nakhon Sri
Thammarat where 'Hindu ceremonial was performed until about
thirty years ago, and which are still in the care of a small colony
of Brahmanas of Indian descent/ One of them. Ho Phra
Isuon (wrongly called by i/ajonquifere Phra !Narai) contains
very fine bronze images of Brahmanical gods*. Of them, a
Ganesa bears an inscription in South Indian character. The
finest is perhaps that of Nataraja Siva, of the South-Indian
pattern.

Turning now to the Western Coast we find in Malacca
itself an image of a Makara, which is no doubt the sole^ remnant
of a Hindu temple in the neighbourhood. Further north,
Takua Pa and its neighbourhood also furnish interesting relics
of the old times to which reference has already been made
above. In conclusion we may refer to an inscribed image of
Buddha, of perhaps eleventh century AJX, found at Mergui,

1.    The two Buddha  images of Jaya are referred to by Coedes who
has edited the inscriptions engraved on them  ( B.E.F.E.CX Vol. XVIII,
No, 6. pp. 32-36.)

2,    B.E.F.E.O. Vol. 31, p. 374-   I.A.L. Vol. IX No. i, p, 2?,